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The Role of FamilySearch in 
Family History Research



Our Mission 

“We enable inspiring 
journeys that bring joy to 
all people as they 
discover, gather, and 
connect their family—
past, present, and future.”



FamilySearch in Hungary

• FamilySearch has microfilmed and subsequently digitized millions of Hungarian Church book 
records in the past.

• High percentage of available indexes.
• Hungarian records are often in the top ten of the most requested records on familysearch.org 

worldwide.

FamilySearch user statistics – beginning of 2025:
• Public Accounts: 310,933 (more 60 times of Church membership)
• % Public Accounts in relation to Country Population: 3,24% vs 1,03 % Italy, Spain and 

France which are the European countries with absolute most public accounts
• % Active Public Accounts: 44 %
• % Public Account Trees Past 5 Gen: 21% vs 9% Italy, Spain and France
• % Member Account Trees Past 5 Gen: 68%



New Accounts 2026
 Hungary Germany World



Users 2026
Hungary Germany World



Names added - Tree 2026

Hungary Germany World



• All Services free of charge

• Digitization and preservation of 
historical records using FamilySearch 
equipment or Multi Service Vendors

• Meta data and quality audits

• Archive Portal 

• Professional long term data storage 

• Data migration

Collaboration Strategies – How to help each other 

• Indexing, searchable records

• Support to handle marginal notes

• License models for already digitized 
data, financing of projects

• Links to partner websites

• Access model

• Cooperation projects and partnerships

• Data for scientific research

FamilySearch develops from a Digitizer to a Facilitator

Community Building - Partnerships 



Genealogical Societies and FamilySearch Centers working together



Developing projects together



Example: FamilySearch API by famgen.eu



Example: Develop data and research projects together

• Digitization projects in collaboration archives, external partners etc.

• Indexing projects

• Improvement of data quality

• Curation of transcripts

• Compiled genealogies and data extraction

• Collaboration in tree building

• Joint projects in community building and education

• Research

• Project funding



Participate in and contribute to Rootstech



Family History Corners in Hungary 



Thank you very much 
for your attention!

thomas.hengst@familysearch.org

Learn more
www.familysearch.org

www.Rootstech.org

mailto:thomas.hengst@familysearch.org
http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.rootstech.org/
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