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Introduction – Regional Archives Maribor, 
Prekmurje Unit and Genealogical Research

the archival jurisdiction of 
the Regional Archives 
Maribor



Regional Archives Maribor

▪ Prekmurje Unit in Murska Sobota

▪ Central archival institution for northeastern 
Slovenia

Regional Archive in Maribor



Historical Development of Prekmurje

▪ Part of the Hungarian half 
of the Habsburg Monarchy
until 1920

▪ Distinct administrative and 
legal development



Ethnic Diversity, Religious Diversity



Parish registers

▪ Council of Trent (1545-1563)

▪ Joseph II's Patent of Toleration in 1781

▪ duplicate registers

▪ Act. No. XXXIII of 1894 on state civil registration

▪ civil registration districts were established

▪ 26 civil registration districts were created in Prekmurje



Development of Church 
Registers

▪ Church registers as official population 
records

▪ Duplicate copies preserved in county 
archives

▪Roman Catholic Registers



Oldest known register: Bogojina 
(1673)





Matricula

▪ Online access to digitized Catholic registers

▪ International research opportunities

▪ Archives of the Archdiocese of Maribor



Lutheran Registers
▪ Puconci parish established in 1783

▪ Oldest preserved Lutheran baptismal register



▪ The archival records of Evangelical 
(Lutheran) communities are kept by 
the respective church congregations. 

▪ Križevci (from year 1784 ..)

▪ Hodoš (from year 1783

▪ Gornji Petrovci (from 1920)

▪ Bodonci (founded in 1792), 
Moravske Toplice oz. Moravci 
(founded in 1887), Domanjševci 
(1870), Gornji Slaveči (founded in 
1918), Murska Sobota (1900) in 
Lendava (1905)



Reformed (Calvinist) Registers

▪Motvarjevci as key centre

▪Cross-border religious connections

▪ In 1920, a Calvinist Synod was held in 
Novi Sad, where an independent 
Calvinist Church community was 
established, encompassing members of 
the Calvinist faith in Prekmurje as well. 

▪ Calvinists were organized into four 
parishes, all of which remained beyond 
the new state border: Kercaszomor, 
Szentgyörgyvölgy, Velemér, and 
Bajánsenye.



Civil Registers in the Archives of 
Slovenia in Ljubljana
▪ Collection of Vital Records (1812–1982)

▪ 192 archival boxes and 379 volumes

▪ Cover entire population regardless of religion

▪ Essential for modern genealogy

▪ Civil registry offices have been responsible for maintaining civil 
registers since 1945, and the records are preserved in the Archives of 
the Republic of Slovenia.



Collection in Regional Archives 
Maribor
▪ Duplicate Registers: Preserved due to Hungarian legislation; transferred 
after the Treaty of Trianon; Acquired by Maribor archives in 1935

▪ SI_PAM/0016 Collection of Duplicate Registers of Prekmurje and
Međimurje

▪ 362 volumes and 47 archival units

▪ Catholic, Lutheran, Jewish and civil registers













Discovery of Jewish 
Registers

▪ 11 original volumes discovered 
in 2020

▪ Beltinci (Belatinc) and Dolnja
Lendava (Alsólendva)
communities











Research Challenges
▪ language barrier

▪ handwriting, damaged volumes, faded ink, 

▪ changing personal names and names of places (Janes/János, Štefan/István, 
Murska Sobota/Muraszombat, …)

▪ understanding the historical development of the region



Research Methodology

▪ From known to unknown

▪ Use multiple sources

▪ Verify information

Improvements and progress

▪ Digitization projects

▪ Handwriting recognition, OCR recognition

▪ Improved search tools, AI



Conclusion

▪ Registers are indispensable 
historical sources

▪ Vital for genealogy and regional 
history

▪ In Slovenia, much work still lies 
ahead, including the digitization 
of Evangelical (Lutheran) parish 
registers as well as Jewish 
records.
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