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• More than two-thirds of our research 
inquiries come from amateur 
genealogists.

• Family researchers are a diverse group
• from professional genealogists to 

amateur researchers 
• Family tree makers’ vs. Family 

historians
• Different goals, expectations, and 

research methods 
• Varying levels of archival and 

historical knowledge
• Some willing to study exclusively 

online, others value access to 
physical documents 



• Family history is an accessible entry point to history 

• Starts from a personal motivation: discovering one’s 
family past 

• Often develops into a deeper appreciation of historical 
memory and heritage 

• Most family researchers are non-professionals 

• Archives have both responsibility and opportunity in 
supporting them 

• Family research is a gateway to archival collections → 
increases visibility and use of archives 

• It helps make archives more open and accessible to 
the public



1. How many counties?

2. Exchanges of archival 
documents

3. Do we have any documents 
relating to areas beyond the 
country border? 

4. Sources beyond the church 
and civil registry

5. Cross-border relationships



Where we are?

https://maps.arcanum.com/hu/map/hungary1914/?bbox=2058083
.82%2C6005540.35%2C2831982.89%2C6224556.85&map-
list=1&layers=osm%2C127 

https://maps.arcanum.com/hu/map/hungary1914/?bbox=2058083.82%2C6005540.35%2C2831982.89%2C6224556.85&map-list=1&layers=osm%2C127
https://maps.arcanum.com/hu/map/hungary1914/?bbox=2058083.82%2C6005540.35%2C2831982.89%2C6224556.85&map-list=1&layers=osm%2C127
https://maps.arcanum.com/hu/map/hungary1914/?bbox=2058083.82%2C6005540.35%2C2831982.89%2C6224556.85&map-list=1&layers=osm%2C127
https://maps.arcanum.com/hu/map/hungary1914/?bbox=2058083.82%2C6005540.35%2C2831982.89%2C6224556.85&map-list=1&layers=osm%2C127


Szabolcs Szatmár Bereg

Szatmár-Bereg

UgocsaUng Kővár-vidék

Szabolcs és Ung k.e.e.



• Only Szabolcs county’s collection is complete
• Szatmár and Bereg are fragmented

• Szatmár (Satumare): 
• Romania: Cluj + Satumare 
• Hungary: Nyíregyháza

• Bereg: 
• Ukraine: Berehovo and Uzghorod (registries)
• Hungary: Nyíregyháza (only the historical records of the towns and villages located 

within the present-day territory of Hungary)



Exchanges of Archival Documents

• Several agreements 
• Most important issue: civil registers and land registers
• 1923-1924: Negotiations between Hungary and Romania 

concerning various property rights, including archival records
• Bertalan Gorzó archivist actively contributed:

• Divide up those records which are able to
• Keep together those records that formed a coherent unit

• 1929: agreement

• 1927: Czechoslovak-Hungarian document exchange agreement





Registries 
from Bereg 
(and Ung)

Place of 
registration

Years
from To Missing Years

Barabás 1919 19801895-1918, 1938-1943
Vámosatya 1950 1970
Gelénes 1950 1969
Beregsurány 1919 19801895-1918, 1938-1943
Beregdaróc 1950 1969
Márokpapi 1950 1969
Csaroda 1926 19801938-1943
Tákos 1950 1969
Hete 1950 1969
Lónya 1944 19801895-1943
Mátyus 1950 1966
Tarpa 1944 19801895-1943
Gulács 1918 19731895-1918; 1938-1943
Tivadar 1951 1966
Tiszakerecseny 1944 19801906-1943
Tiszaszalka 1918 19801895-1918; 1938-1943
Tiszaadony 1950 1970
Vásárosnamény 1944 19801895-1944

Gergelyiugornya 1950 1969
1906-1919

Jánd 1919 1980

Záhony 1920 19801895-1920



Fragmented collections – what can we do?

• All documents relating to cross-border areas have become more 
important

• For family researchers we have 
• censuses, voter registers, documents of nobility from Szatmár
• …… from Bereg

• Bereg and Szatmár attract greater interest!
• Building relationship since 1992







Conclusion

• Family history research goes beyond individual interest 
• It connects people, archives, and countries across borders 
• Fragmented sources create challenges but also foster 

cooperation 
• Archives act as mediators between dispersed records and users 
• We remain open to further collaboration and joint projects



Thank you for your 
attention!
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