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Important sources of the genealogy

Statement

• Church and state registers are not just important; they are the most 
crucial sources for genealogical research. They usually record the 
exact address of the child born, the spouse, or the deceased.

Remark

• The cadastral survey records give the exact spatial location of the 
building to which the house number belongs, even for the smallest 
municipality, further emphasizing the significance of these sources.



Birth record of Gyula Sándor GÁNÓCZY; parents’ residence: 300 Serház Street (utca),
Kassa/Košice, Roman Catholic birth register, September 12, 1861. (www.familysearch.org)

Question(s) 

•Why is he the example?
•Did he play any role in the cadastral 
survey?
•In which source can his place of birth 
(residence) be found?

Let’s take a well-chosen random example

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9RQY-W3X?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKHHM-9PY&action=view&cc=1554443&lang=hu&groupId=M964-XKF


Let’s take a well-chosen random example
Sándor Gyula Gánóczy (Kassa [Košice], 1861 – Pozsonypüspöki, 1938)

Cadastral engineer, head of the Cadastral Map Archives in Pozsony / Bratislava, survey 
inspector, editor of the Kataszteri Közlöny [Cadastral Journal], and publisher and editor 
of the Kataszteri Közlöny Pocket Calendar and later the Geodetic Pocket Calendar



https://maps.hungaricana.hu/hu/HTITerkeptar/35429/view/
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The Cadastral Survey in Hungary, 1850–1918

• The land tax's introduction in the Habsburg Empire's hereditary provinces
(1817) and in Hungary (1850) marked a significant historical event. Exact 
location, size, cultivation, and ownership of the land on which the tax
was based were determined during the pivotal cadastral survey.

• The cadastral survey, a meticulous process, commenced with a temporary
land tax ('concretual') survey in Hungary between 1850–1853(–1867).
The detailed survey work began with triangulation (1853), followed by a
plot-by-plot survey from 1856. Despite limited staff and officials' heavy
workloads, the survey covered 80% of the country by 1916, underscoring
the depth and thoroughness of the research.

• The records produced by the survey are of considerable value as a source
but have yet to receive sufficient attention in historical research.







•Cadastral sketch (croquis, sketch)
•Survey sketch (Feldskizze)
•Property sketch (Indikationskizze)
•Cadastral map (Urmappe)
•Cadastral plot registry (Parzellenprotokoll)
•Boundary description with boundary sketch 

(Grenzbeschreibung, Grenzskizze)
•List of residential buildings (Auszug der 

Wohnhäuser)
•Alphabetical list of landowners 

(Alphabetisches Verzeichniss der 
Grundbesitzer)

•List of house numbers (Häuserverzeichniss)
•Land use summary (Ausweis über Benützung 

des Bodens)
•etc.

Cadastral records (S 78-79)



List of House Numbers
Name of the house
 owners by order of
 the house numbers

List of Residential Buildings

Listed in order
of plot numbers

Plot registry
Plots in order of
plot numbers

Property sketch
browsing

Survey sketch 
browsing

Individual property sheet

in the order of the entry numbers
 in the register, that is,

in the order of the owners' names

Summary of Individual Property Sheets

in the order of the serial numbers of the
individual property sheets (i.e., the item
numbers in the register / the names of the owners)

House number

List of landowners 
Alphabetical order
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Where is the house number?



List of residential buildings
Number of the map sheet

Cadastral map
Identification of the plot

List of house numbers
Owner’s name

List of Names
Number of the plot

Plot registry
Number of the map sheet

Property sketch
Identification of the plot

Individual property sheet
Number of the plot

House number Name

Nr of the Name list =

Nr of the Individual Property Sh.

Survey sketch
Identification of the plot
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Repositories
In the past
The cadastral records were kept in the cadastral map archives, while certain
types of records (e.g., property sketches) were kept at the survey
inspectorates.

Nowdays
The fate of the cadastral records:
• A separate (historical) map collection within the survey organization
(Slovakia)
• Transferred directly or indirectly to archives (Hungary, Croatia, Romania)
• In the archives or record repositories of other institutions (Hungary)

• Met the fate of lost public records (Hungary)



The Jurisdiction of the Cadastral Map Archives 
and the Cluj-Napoca Cadastral Directorate, 

Later the Cadastral Inspectorate
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Nr of the survey inspectorate
The areas of operation of Survey 

Districts 1–24 in 1918





A = Cadastral maps and records are a 
significant source of information

B = These sources are searched and 
researched by municipality

C = It is often unknown where 
cadastral records are kept

A + B + C = A database of locations 
containing cadastral records is 
needed, ordered by municipality

Conclusions



Squarecadastre project

• Since 2008, NAH has digitised part of the cadastral maps.

• Since 2013, in the framework of the third scientific project, they have been
exploring and, from 2024, recording the cadastral map and documentary
material of the individual settlements in Hungary in a site cadastre,
digitising and making available the records, conducting research on the
history of organisations and publishing the results, and compiling a
biographical database of the contributors to the cadastral survey, thus
helping to develop the personal register of the subject.

• From 2026 onwards, it will use AI to process the land registers for cadastral 
parcels, which record the ownership of around half a million people, into a
database.

• https://squarecadastre.eu/
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Thank you for your attention

http://negyzetkataszter.mnl.gov.hu

http://squarecadastre.eu

www.negyzetkataszter.hu

www.catastrum.hu
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