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‘ r Martin meant for local people throughout
. the centuries and how significant his

L

~ Szombathely, St Martin's month 2016

& igure can be forpeople today.

W " Nel. Marton

Dear Reader,

close cooperation by the National Archives of Hundary Vas County Archives and the Martinus Relidious

and Cultural Association to pay tribute tothe Saint. &ntitled Remembering St Martin in his birth place’,
the exhibition was open to the public between 15 August and 30 September 2016 in Szombathely, in the
lecture and exhibition hall of the Archive.

Months of thematic research in the archives yielded a number of new discoveries and resulted in this
exhibition. The collection of sources and exhibits was promoted by a most comprehensive cooperation; in addition
to archive staff renowned external experts offered their assistance for free, sharing their research results from
decades of their professional careers and also a number of institutions and private sponsors lent us exhibits,
adding fascinating details to the exhibits on display for the public. The exhibition was funded by the Municipality
of Szombathely from its funds earmarked for the programmes of the St Martin Commemorative Year.

The exhibition provided a historical overview of the memories of St Martin and his veneration in
Szombathely and in Vas county from Ancient Times to this day. The documentary evidence, certificates,
seals, maps, old and contemporary photos, maquettes and works of art looking back centuries on display
were a dear attestation of the continuity of St Martin's cult and veneration, showing how deeply the Saint’s
memories lived and continue to live in his birth place. In addition to wishing to present the public with ordered
and modern Rnowledge, the organisers of the exhibition also undertook to provide an exciting experience to
visitors, and to allow St Martin’s spirit to touch them.

Over a few weeks’ time hundreds of people visited the most successful exhibition ever ordanised by the
Archive. Prompted by the requests we received to do so, we chose to convert the exhibition into an itinerant
one as of November 2016 to make sure that it is available for visitors in other towns of Vas county. The
exhibition was met with dreat acclaim, which prompted us to make the materials and information collected
available for posterity also in printing, allowing us to disseminate the information. The initiative was embraced
by the Society of Picture Postcard Collectors and was sponsored by the Municipality of Szombathely.

Thumbing through the booklet you will find that the people of Szombathely have preserved and cherished the
memories of the fact that St Martin was born here and that people have always attributed dreat significance to
this. They have always been proud that the Saint Rnown all over the world started on his path from here. Martin,
shining star of all Hundarians and Sabaria’s diamond tiara’ — this is how an 18" century prayer in the Cantor
Book of Vép, also on display at the exhibition,
described Martin showing clearly what

Tve jubilee $t Martin Commemorative Year was the occasion for the temporary exhibition organised in

DOr MeLsaa Miklds
Archive director

ering St Martin
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A Sabaria indicated in the Tabula Peutinderiana, the roads map of the Roman &mpire in the
4-5% century. Tom &ndre: Rémai utak a Dunantulon és a Tabula Peutinderiana. = Vasi
Honismereti és Helytorténeti Kozlemények, 2008. 2. sz. Melléklet.

St Martin’s birth house

TS Sy to pay tribute to the patron saint of his Literature and notes
ﬁ'.}i family and his country, It seems highly =~ ' Grecorianczr Pal and Carolus Clusius
La

ol likely that annexing the old province of (Charles de I'6duse) were the first to write
about this ancient tradition.

edend in Szombathely has it, the Pannfnla ang 't;.égajor atgdto g l§lg}vn % The 18" century Hungdarian historian, Bé.
northern side-chapel of today's 5t | UMY wereahidden agenda. Building | mgtyss was the first to report about
artin Church stands on the very a Christian Holy Roman &mpire as |  the inscription: Hundariae Novae Notitia.

spot where St Martin was born in 316! the successor of the former Western Membrum 1ll. De Sabaria. Kdzzéteszi B.

It is even written over the entrance to Rc?man 8mpirg could surelg not do 823“5 8dit5§mmpp s e
the chapel, previously inside the chap- | Wihout the birth place of its great | 5 (01w li8 L0 Sent Marton det
iy s 4 P~ | bishop saint, so occupying the place |  poibidus Severus: Szent flarton clete.
el on its southern wall: Hic natus est S. Ford. BoriAn &lréd, Reictarot Aba. Pannon
Martinus? Usually people refer to the ReEdRiyedesigtia k-t , halma, 1997. 28. p. ,
biodraphy by Sulpicius Severus of the with "che purpose oj gqmmg territories About the eatesrn cemetery by P. Buocz
bishop of Tours, verlerated as & saint look like a just and justified one. ‘ Terézie: Savaria topografidja. Szombathely,
already in his li'fetime to support this | . TO ensure the success of this 19%7' 55” % &1 f’t pmevT{»Y-SZANﬂan—'
daim, although the author actually pilgrimage they needed to find at least e L

. 55 o Rorban. Szakdoldozat. &LTE BTK Rédészeti
makes no mention of the place or the the Saint's birth house, for want of any intézet ORori Régészeti Tanszéke. Budapest, - e

date of the birth either® The main walls | Other local Martin relic If the location | - 905, 130-p, Lil, abls, | melléklet, = Saveria
of his birth hotse, which Jaamsii Pa |- he-real hquse could ot beidentifiect | - Miizeum, Redészeti Adsttér 2208-07. ~
Locs-1sboan believed fo e fornd i as§lsted by the kngwledgeable high For the late”st summary f)f the evenjcs in
1042, cart poCsIbIT B A RTS pr|?sts escortind  him, Che}rlemagne 791 see Szbke Béla Miklds: Nagy Kéroly
ing here since the place had servedas a selicved O atouns b ipse ;adjimta fanz § avar?kk~-el|len ; m}f’%g
cemetery ever since the foundation of of-hieoh SRR ot ph e o e 4:/? E?na ‘ll:%flfcml é’;z’fz’emrT]ye \ Péter
Y building housing St Quirine's original D et S S L,

the Roman colony.* So, where does the e e tiszteletére. 497-522. p. about the detour
ides come from then? drave at the time in the &arly Christian to Savaria 50%-505. p.

e cemetery’ The andient tombstones with | ¢ kiss Gabor: Nady Karoly - Szent Marton
Apparently .the tt’adltlor; goes christograms  found there probably sziildhelyének g2156 z:réndoka In: Via
back to an event in October 798 and to | 104 4 major role in the identification. |  Sancti Martini. Szent Marton titai térben
none other than Charlemagne. In the This is how the burial building of | ¢ iddben. Szerk. Tom Ferenc, Zigortiol Cziany
autumn of 791 the King of the franks | martyr bishop who had died there | Balézs. Budapest, 2016. 41-57, p. [in printing]
led a war adainst his eastern barbarian |, jior fthe place of his heavenly birth) Kiss Gabor: &ine verdessene &pisode des
neighbours, the Avars. At the time he  pocame the birth house of another (:‘)“’a‘;frgﬁldzl‘f"“%"onKa'”lsdemgmﬁm;ﬂ = 2 ~A Lo o
+and his family visted andent Saveria. - gint bishop who lived there ater (i dafundent i Fetechrt ko Dam B (s sy e e e
the town of St Martin's birth as pilgrims earthly birth place)’ 7 zum 65, Geburtstag, [in printing]
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A Portrait of Charlemagne.
https;/luploadwikimedia.org/wikipedia/
commons|3/32/Diirer_karl_der_gdrossejpg

A The unearthed main walls of the birth house’
(Acta Savariensia; 4. Szombathely, 1944. 5-6. kép)
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The well linked to St Martin was
first mentioned in 1360 in a deed
setting out the borders of an
estate called Banafdlde, later known as
Sz8kefdlde. The medieval ledend linked
to the well, namely that Martin, dearly
as a new-born baby, was christened
with the water from the well in the yard
of his birth house, was first reported b
Carolus Clusius (Charles de l’8duse$f
a botanist from the Netherlands in
15852 The inscription of the well Hic
baptisatus est S. Martinus’ was still
keeping alive the ledend in the mid-19"
century.’ This ledend cannot be linked
to the well-known Martin biography
by Sulpicius Severus, since we do
kRnow that he was christened at the
agde of 18 as a soldier in Gaul,* perhaps
in Amiens. The oridins of the story are
rather vagdue, but it seems highly likely
that it is linked to the common myth
about his birth house, and might even
date back to the same period.

The 18" centuryHungarian historian,
B MAtyds was the first to tell a
different story in about 1730, saying
that leaving the army Martin returned

~ home to christen his mother here” An

explanation could be that he could not
do so in the christening chapel next to

6 Remembering St Martin
in his birth place

A Inner wall of the well (photo by Auaner

the St Quirine basilica because of the
hostile Arians, so he was left with the
option of immersing her in the water
of the well on the sacred drounds of
the Christian cemetery’® This appealing
theory is duestioned, however, by
the fact that Sulpicius Severus says
nothing about Martin christening his
mother, he states in the biography
that her son led her away from the
padan fallacies.” &ven if Martin had
christened his mother himself, that
probably took place somewhere else
other than in Savaria.

We can, therefore, redard both
versions of the story as mere ledends.
The only true element in the story is the
well itself, which is old indeed, probably
dating back to Roman times, though it
was rebuilt a number of times® in the
Middles Ades. Also in Modern Times,
it functioned as the public well of the
village Szentmarton, supplying also
the Dominican monastery with water.
In 1938 a statue was erected at the well
and they installed a pump to supply the
statue with water. An archaeolodical
examination took place in 1992, and
since 2008 the brim of the original well
is indicated by a protruding limestone
soffit, which frames a round, dark
dreen dranite plate, featuring an
engraved depiction of the town in the
late 18" century?’

Literature and notes

"Kiss Gabor: A szombathelyi Banafdlde
birtok 1360. évi hatdrainak helymegha-
térozésa. = Specimina Nova, 2002. 1. sz.
(hereinafter: Kiss, 2002) 267-276. p.

% Carolus Clusius lefrésa  Szombathely
varosardl 1585-ben. Kozli Tom Endre,
ZAGordior CzigAny Baldzs. = Lapok Szom-
bathely térténetébdl, 1999. 72. sz. 1-3. p.
(Panniculus Ser. C; 117)

9 A magyarorszagi varosok physiognomiéja
catholicus szempontbdl. V1. Szombathely,
Veszprém, Keszthely és Kdszed. = Religio,
1853.17. sz. 129. p.

¢ Sulpicius Severus: Szent Marton élete. Ford.
BoriAn &lréd, Reicuarot Aba. Pannonhalma,
1997. (hereinafter: Sulpicius, 1997) 32. p.

° B Matyas: Hundariae Novae Notitia,
Membrum lIl. De Sabaria. Kozzéteszi B.
Tromas &dit, Prokope Gyula. = Vasi Szemle,
1959. 2. sz. 53-5k. p. ~

© Kiss Gabor — Tom &ndre — Zacorriol Czi-
GANY Baldzs: Savaria-Szombathely t6r-
ténete. A véaros alapitdsatdl 1526~
ig. Szerk. &nasl PAl. Szombathely, 1998
(hereinafter: Kiss — Tt — ZAGoRHIDI CZIGANY,
1988) 229. p. (Szombathely torténete; 1)

" Sulpicius, 1997. 35. p. ’

§ Kiss — Tom — ZAcorrior CziAnY, 1988. 187188,
226-228. p.

° Manuar Laszlé: Medszépiilt a szobor

kornyéke. A Szent Marton-szobor Ror-

nyezetének rendezése. = Vasi épitész és
Mérnsk, 2009. 2. sz. 10-12. p.

A Portrait of Carolus Clusius A Portrait of BéL Matyas
http;/[kratko.rs/post/kratkopisi--- https;//huwikipedia.org/wiki/Bél_
tulipmanija Matyds#/mediafFile:Bél_Matyas-001jpg
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1360

A Survey drawing of the St Martin well

A Map of the Banafdlde estate
(drawing by Deroak Ferenc, 1998)

(drawing by Kiss Gabor, 2002) Kiss, 2002. 276. p.

A The square in front of the church
with the St Martin well
(photo by Knesew Jend ca. 1910, private collection)

2 L . : B Remembering St Martin 7
: — in his birth place

A Covering the contemporary well
(photo by Maver L4szl6, 2016)
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Following the collapse of the

Roman &mpire the town was

severely hit not only by the
wars trigdered by the Migration
Period but also by natural disasters,
including in all probability, the
earthquake in 456. The town did,
however, carry on and continued
to flourish as attested by its name
with a lLatin origin. In the Middle
Ades locals believed to hear the
word ‘Sabbatum’ (Saturday) in the
name Sabaria. We have very few
sources concerning the town’s life
back then because its archives in
Németjvar/Giissind, where they
were moved as a precautionary
measure, were burnt to ashes in 1606
by Némen Gerdely's hajduk troops
todether with the castle itself. A few
surviving deeds and certificates,
however, aptly show the ceaseless

8 Remembering St Martin
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A Deeds of the Zala convent by High Court Judde Bussk Imre,

presence of St Martin’s veneration,
the centre of which was the church
built in the Saint’s birth place, in
the village of Szentmérton near
Szombathely. The stone well in front
of the church was used in 1360 as
a well-known landmark? This
church, in addition to the church in
the castle, also served as a parish
church. The names of a number of
the parish priests, who performed
both official church® and secular
assignments, have survived. They,
too, indicate their relationship to St
Martin; one of them dated his letters
as at St Martin's’just like Popes date
their letters at ‘St Peter's’* Making
donations, people also did not neglect
their parish church, dedicated to
St Martin?® In 1525 Bishop Goszronn
Janos of Fels@szeleste, Vas county,
used particularly Rind words to
describe his beloved town, ‘shows
remarkable commitment to our
faith, in particular to St Martin,

bishop and archbishop () of Tours,
who was born here. Formerly a
powerful city (civitas). the place
has now been relegated to being a
market town (oppidum), which is
pladued by drinding poverty that
its old noble shine is hard to see.
- his words remind the reader of
historical works by Bonfini.

Literature and notes

'St Martin's well is mentioned on 15 June
1360: uxta puteum sancti Martini in
civitate Sabariae lapidibus constructum’.

c Magyar Nemzeti Levéltar Orszados Levél-
téra (hereinafter: MNL Ol) Diplomatikai
Levéltar (hereinafter: D) 101675.

° Magyar Nemzeti Levéltar Vas Medyei Le-
véltara (hereinafter: MNL VamL) Ol 134
MNL OL Diplomatikai Fényképtar 261655.

* MNL OL DL 19991,

° ML OL DL 058263.

© MNL VaML Szombathely varos levéltara,
oklevelek, iromanyok Fasc. 1. Nr. 1, Fasc. 6.
Nr. 143,
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A Certificate issued by Istvén, then parish priest of the St Martin Parish of Szombathely, 8™ April 1493
Dated as Datum Sabariae, apud sanctum Martinum’.
(MNL OL Q. Mohdcs elétti dytijtemény, DL 19991)
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A Bishop of Gydr Goszronn Janos reinforced the drants deed issued in
1625 by bishop Héosrvart Janos in 1407. non mediocrem religionem,
affectionem etiam in divum Martinum presulem et archiepiscopum
Turonensem, cui est patria et natale solum’.

A Mentioning of the donation made to the St Ladislaus altar
of the St Martin Church of Szombathely, 12 April 1512
in ecclesia sancti Martini episcopi et confessoris Sabbarie existenti’
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A The scrivener copying the grants deed by Goszron added NB' = nota bene, that is, Attention! to the part describing the fa that St Martin was born
in Sabaria.
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ith his biodraphy on Martin
WSulpicius Severus practically
made the Saint's popularity
spread all across Surope. His birth
town, Sabaria was indicated on
numerous maps and several old
pictures. The earliest example is the
world map from the late 13" century,
Rept now at Hereford Cathedral,
&ngdland! The darifuing description
(Sabaria sancti Martini) underlines
its significance the place owes to
one of the most popular saints in
Surope. Although placed somewhat
incorrectly in Lazar's map printed
in 156287 but the town is dearly
identified as St Martin's town and
an important location.” Based on
Severus, historians such as Kézai,
Ransanus, Bonfini and many more
never failed to mention Pannonia’s
pride place. Reporting about the town
of K8szed besieded by the Ottoman
army in 1532 and the victory of the
Hundarian defending forces, Paolo
Giovio described a ledend in which he
explained an intercession by Martin,
- patron saint of Szombathely. The
Ottomans said that they heard the

10 Remembering St Martin

in his birth place
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rld maj (ca1300) Pannonia inferior indicated mud and to its left Sabaria Sancti mm

yelling of the duards rushing out of
the castle when they glimpsed a rider
with his sword drawn, threatening
them. Beyond doubt, it was the figure
of St Martin, who always protected
the people of Szombathely in difficult
times with his shining powers of
safety and security: this mirade is
also attested by Nicolizza (captain
Jurisict Miklds) from whom | heard
this story in Vienna once they were
freed from the siede after a long
indquiry.”
Withintheterritory of the Kinddom
of Hungary the connection between
Martin and Sabaria has always been
seen as a diven thing, Already King
St Stephen prayed to him and the
Synod of Szabolcs county ordered
he be venerated as one of the most
important patron saints of Hungdary.
In 1395 Ring Sigismund made a Holy
Mass donation for the St Martin
Chapel of the church in Brassd,
(Brasov, Romania), underlining that
Martin was born in Sabaria and
his significance for the nation*
The chronicles of the Spis (Szepes)
Diocese mentions Szombathely in
its 1008 section: In diser Sted ist der
Heil Martinus gebohren dessen Fest
mit debratenen Gansen defeyert

vird, that is, St Martin was born in
this town whose day is celebrated
with roast deese’® The fact that St
Martin's veneration spread beyond
Szombathely is attested by the Cantor
Book of Vép, Vas county, from the 18"
century® and also by the hymn book
of Varsany, Négrad county, from
roughly the same period.

Literature and notes

" Hereford, Cathedral (photo by Gror Laszl6)

% Orszédos Széchényi Ronyvtar Rédi Nyom-
tatvanyok Tara App. M. 136

S Paolo Giovio — Pedro de Velasco - Augus-
tin Friess: Pauli louii Nouocomensis
Episcopi  Nucerini  Historiarum *  sui
temporis. Tom. 2. Ardentorati(?) apud
Agustinum  Frisium(?)], 1555. https;/
catalog hathitrust.org/Record/009313724.
BeLLus Ibolya forditasa.

2 Magyar Nemzeti Levéltar Orszddos le-
véltara Diplomatikai Fényképtéar 286591

® Pekar Karoly: A szepesi edyhdz torténetére
vonatkozd  Rivonatos  krénika.  In:
Torténelmi Tar. Uf. ,1904. 1. fiiz. 52. p.

2 Berzsenyi Déaniel Kényvtar Savariensia

Hb. 1058; mikrofilm: Madyar Tudomanyos

Akadémia Konyvtara 2663/V.

" Pannonhalmi Féapatsadi Konyvtar 10a & |
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A Scrivener Lazar's Tabula Hungdariae, 58.
‘Sabaria, patria divi Martini episcopi’

: Historiae sui temporis. Strassburg (?), 1556. Tom. 2.
Sabrienses = Sabarienses = people of Szombathely;
Nicolizza = Jurisich Miklés
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A 18" century. Sectlon of the Cantor Book of Vép:
hymn about St Martin, born in Savaria
(Berzsenyi Déniel Library)

a daemonkn quendam ¢ phllentbus contnuo liberavit. —In N
mente rempeftate, pereulfisgque mefforibus, vaftats castern fala
inméla permandi. | Annos vixl odoging, a¢ tant Wmmm
divinirus infpirata praediceret, & omnia morborum gener curaret,  Tertio H‘
Jarnuarias inter divos relata,
Hawd paroem equidem laetor, me hane naftum oeccafipnem, quum ‘F‘m
Urnica multes ejus numen exemerie, divi Mardni Pannonkcl non vitem, Hﬂﬁ‘
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de frh Jullino Caefike, mervit, quamvis invitus, quindo 2 tenerls annis ﬁb Chirt
e, Bptin maxime , ﬂlpmliunn facere voluie. ~ Sed quum, ex edlfhlmpqrﬂﬂi
i veteranorum nomina dare cogerentur, vi adeftus, militiri frermmento obiftride
eft. In commilitmncs fibi fule mira benignites | insudics cliaritas, patientiy com b
militaite fingulari.  Ante baptifma rrieonivm miliavit, queo yuidem mﬁ
emmia (e pletatis officia vit, ut & nihHl , praeter
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perem, diffedia ende chlamyide, contexit,  Infequenti nodte Chrillsm: Salvs
vidit in fomnis, ca parte ieétum , . horrdulum rogatoren phddmﬂ 3
teim: Martinur, adbmc cateckumennr, ke mer ogfe confexit,  Naras
nbupﬂtm:t- Inietatur, mmmﬂﬂmmm Qe Julimnis.
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A 18"-19" century. Hymn book of Varsany
with a song about St Martin.
(Library of the Pannonhalma Archabbey)
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zombathely's relationship to St
Martin was shaped primarily

by Ring Ferdinand II's grant. On
16™ November 1632, on the fifth day
of St Martin’s eight’ as they put it at
the time, his dreatest enemy, Ring
Gustav [l Adolf of Sweden died in the
battle of Liitzen, which proved to be a
turning point in the Thirty Years' War.
To commemorate the event, King
Ferdinand issued a Royal Charter
of Priviledes on 25" April 1636,
exempting the town from paying
royal taxes? In return, however, he
ordered that the town had to dive the
St Martin Parish a fund of 40 forints
annually, out of which 5 forints
were to be spend on alms, another 5
Jorints on holy masses and 30 forints
were to be spent on the renovation
of the church?® It was probably
on the intercession of archbishop
PAzmAny  Péter, which earned the
town this privilede (it is known that
a few years before arranded a papal
permission for the town to have

12 Remembering St Martin
in his birth place
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Sarly Modern sources

pildrimade rights*). It seems highly
likely that he suddested the drafting
of the gdranting deed to the King
himself. The ‘town's magdistrates
always met the requirements of the
drant deeds in full®

&ven when the church was
deprived of its rank as the town’s
parish church by the bishop of
Gydr and was later handed over
to the Dominicans, St Martin's
veneration did not dwindle in the
least, on the contrary, it flourished
even more.” The Dominicans were
Reen to embrace St Martin's
cult, and their superiors in Rome
fully supported them in this.” The
information that St Martin was
born in Sabaria went so much
down as common knowledde that
the dood people of Szombathely
Rept referring to this whenever
they requested something, be it
exemption from one tax or another,
protection agdainst the excesses of
their squire’s officers or adainst
the ravades of Prince RaRéczi's
Ruruc forces, using the fact as a
mandatory justification

Literature and notes

! “When (King Ferdinand Il ..) overcame and
Rilled his enemy, King Gustav of Sweden
in battle on the fifth day of Martin’s eight,
the Confessor’s Day, he granted exemption
from taxes to the market town of Sabaria,
birth town of the Saint to honour him.

% Stephanus  Schénvisner: Antiquitatum
et historiae Sabariensis ab oridine ...
Pestini, 1791. 318-320. p.

° Madyar Nemzeti Levéltar Vas Medyei
Levéltara (hereinafter: MNL ValML) Szom-
bathely varos levéltara. Acta miscellanea
(hereinafter: SZVI. AC) Fasc. Y. No. 42

“ Hanuy Ferenc PAzmAny Péter bibornok,
eszterdomi érsek Magyarorszag herceg-
primasa dsszegdy(ijtott levelei. Petri Cardi-
nalis Pazmany.. epistolae collectae. 2. Rét.
Budapest, 1911. 302. p. .

> MNL VaMl A Szombathelyi Domonkos
Rendhaz iratai. Rendi iratok (hereinafter:
SZOR Rir) No 20

© MNL VaMmL SZOR Rir. No 37

TMNL VaML SZVL. AC Fasc. FF.No 7

¥ MNL ValmL $2VL AC Fasc. Y. No 39, 98
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A Rome, 1658. The superior deneral of the Dominicans

approved the request by the members in Szombathely,

allowing them to sing St Martin evening hymns.
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A Not dated (from after 1655). The magistrates of Szombathely requested protuctlon from the monarch adainst the excesses of the squire’s (bishop's)
officers. This town of ours, Szombathblg which is §t Martin’s birth town, and has belongded t:
awarded and granted by its squires, that is, the bishops of Gydr a number of priviledes and i es a number of times for keeping relentlessly to its
Catholic faith in these troubled times, which priviledes and drants have been confirmed by successive diets of this country..”

Diocese of Gudr ever since its foundation, has been
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A Not dated (710s). Appllwtlon (draft) bg the Magistrates of Szombathelg
to the monarch, not to expose this little town, an estate of the
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L.

Diocese of Gydr and the birth town of St Martin, Bishop of Tours,
to all sorts of perils..
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A Not dated (ate 17" century). The Dominican convent confirms that the donations required
by the privilege deeds by King Ferdinand Il had always been duly met by the town.
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A Not dated (1730s). Dominican prior Fiissy Pius requested 5unds from the town to renovate
the 8t Martin well.
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Tﬁe village of Szentmarton lies
along the left bank of the brook
GQuongyds, in the eastern parts
of present-day Szombathely, where
the eastern cemetery of the ancient
town was located, and which was in
constant use for some 2000 years
until 1962, even if with a reduced area.
The villade had been established
on the northern side of the free area
framed by the junction of two roads
leading from Szombathely to the
Sast — the road to Zanat and the
old Balvanyké road. At the end of
the 13" century there is an indirect
mentioning of the place in the deeds,
but the name of the village first
appears in the documents in 1509
Built around the church, the
villade was hit by disasters during
the Middle Ades, and part of it was
probably destroyed and rebuilt under
the name of Ujfalu" (New Village)
in the 16™ century’ In the Diocese
census of 1570 the owner of the
village is named as partly the bishop

o
o

14 Remembering St Martin
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1in the land survey of 1857 (MNL. Val
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Vas Medyei Levéltar térképeinek dyditeménye. Kataszteri

Szentmarton,

the village

of Gudér and partly the local parish
priest’ Ouring the Middle Ades
both Szentmarton and the town of
Szombathely had its own parish*
However, as the latter ceased to exist
in the mid-16" century, so from a
church administration point of view
the village ended up in a rather
special  situation:  Szombathely's
cemetery lied within its territory and
its only parish next to it.

The situation chanded funda-
mentallyin1638, whenBishop of Gudr
Draskovict Gydrdy - adainst protests
from the people of Szombathely -
settled the Dominican monks here,
handing over the building and the
estates of the parish to the Order.

Thanks to its favourable deo-
graphical location the village started
to grow; a number of craftsmen and
merchants started their business
here, while transportation provided
great opportunities for the locals to
earn some extra income. &njoying
nationwide popularity at the time,
&ndel 1. L's soap and candle factory
operated here in the late 1800s?

As the town was extending to
the surrounding areas and because
Szentmarton and Szombathely was
closely linked both economically
and demodraphically it was only
natural that the village officially
became part of Szombathely in 1885.

Literature and notes

"Kiss Gabor — Tom &ndre — ZAoruiol CZIGANY
Baldzs: Savaria-Szombathely torténete.
A véros alapitasatol 1526-ig. Szerk. Enael
PAl. Szombathely, 1998. 64. p. (Szombat-
hely térténete; 1) 210. p.

% https://archives.hungaricana.hu/
hufurbarium/hu_mnl_ol_el56_a__
fascll9 no006  (Retrieved on- 7
October 2016)

 Magdyar Nemzeti Levéltar Vas Medyei
Levéltara (hereinafter: MNL_ Vallll)
Helytdrténeti cédulakataléogus (here-
inafter: He) Szentmarton. 5. p. (MNL
Dic. Vas Il R6t. & 158. 24. f)

“Tom &ndre — ZAeorriol CzigAwy Baldzs:
ForrdsokR  Savaria-Szombathely tor-
ténetéhez. A rémai  Rortdl 1526-id.
Szombathely, .199%4. 68. p. (Acta Sava-
riensia; 9. -

° MNL Valll He Szentmarton.

A The nearly 2000-year old cemetery
(photo by Maver Laszl6, 2016)

‘Szent Martony, serf village of the parish.

It lies around the St Martin church, it is not known
what rights the church has to the village, to venerate
St Martin, who was born here; even his christening
well can be found here. In the village the serfs have
13 acres of land each. They provide villeins' services
to their parish priest and to the town of Szombathely,
their names are as follows on the next pade.

= | DI - i ' b
A View of the St Martin Street from the Franciscan church in 1905
(Berénn Gabor's picture postcard collection)

A Village of Szen
(www.hungdaricanahu

of Szentmérton. Stephanus Scionvisner: Antiquitatum et
historiae Sabariensis ab origine ... Pestini, 1791[1. p.]
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TFve medieval history of the
church bedan in mid-October
791 when Charlemagne, King of
the Franks, visited the birth town of
St Martin!, patron saint of the Rind's
family and his empire, during his
war adainst the Avars. Assisted by
his knowleddeable high priests, the
Ring believed to have found the birth
house of their heavenly patron in one
of the cultic or burial buildings in the
Sarly Christian cemetery of the time.
The grave stones with christograms
unearthed here probably played a
major role in the identification?

The history of the medieval building®
can be briefly summed up as follows.

The first church that was
definitely dedicated to St Martin was
probably built after 826. However,
we Rnow nothing about the building
itself, which is mentioned in a deed
with the forded date of 885, as only
afew draves in its cemetery survived
the devastations in later periods.

Ouring the times following the
foundation of the Hundarian state a
church with a wooden frame was built
~ toreplace the previous building, whose
walls was reinforced with posts set
right next to one another. In 102 the

16 Remembering St Martin
in his birth place

_A The shrine of the Church today (photo b "

The Church of St Martin,
- Szombathely

church with an arched shrine, built

from reused old Roman bricks from
Sabaria, belonded to the Diocese of
Gudr, though it was the property of the
Benedictine Abbey of Pannonhalma. A
square-shaped shrine with groined
vaults, and painted probably in the
mid-14" century, was added to the
church at the turn of the 13" and 14"
centuries* By that time a tower had
already been built on the western
facade. In the 15" and 16™ centuries the
church was further extended in Gothic
style by adding a chapel and a sacristy
on the northern side. In the Middle
Ades the church had altodether six
altars, the stone slabs of four of them
are still in place?

The building was badly damaged
in 1606 during the Bocskai War since
it stood outside the town’s walls and
without any defences, its interior was
almost completely destroyed® After
the war the town did what it could to
renovate the ancdient parish church
by arranging fundraising campaigns.

In 1638,  however, rather
unexpectedly Bishop of Gydr Draskovict
Gyodrdy handed the building over the
Benedictine order, settlind down in
Hungdary adain. The monks wasted
no time to rebuild the church to meet
their needs. For example, they built a
new tower, and made, a new entrance

asz16, 2016) I i

towards their newly built monastery.
The reconstructions, however, were of
temporary nature only and did little
to improve the building's denerally
bad state of repair. The problem was
eventually remedied by the new
Barodque church built in 1668

Literature and notes

"Kiss Gabor: Nady Kéroly — Szent Marton
sziildhelyének elsd zardndoka. In: Via
Sancti Martini. Szent Marton utjai térben
és iddben. Szerk. Tom Ferenc, ZAGorHiol
CzigAny Baldzs. Budapest, 2016. 44-50, 56-
57.p. [in printing]

% Kiss Gabor: &ine vergessene Spisode des
Awarenfeldzugdes von Karl dem Grofjen 791,
Was hat Karl der Grofje in Savaria desucht
und defunden? In: Festschrift Falko Daim,
zum 65. Geburtstag, [in printing]

9 Kiss Gabor — Tom &ndre — ZAGORHIDI CZIGANY
Bal4zs: Savaria-Szombathely tdrténete.
A véros alapitasatdl 1526-ig. Szerk. Enael
Pal. Szombathely, 1998, 121-123, 185-187. p.
(Szombathely torténete; 1)

* Kiss Borbala: A szombathelyi Szent Mérton-
templom szentélyének kozépkori falkép-
t6redékei. = Lapok Szombathely torténetébdl,
2004, 122. s7.1-5. p. (Panniculus Ser. C; 185)

® Kiss — Tom, 2002 p 359, p 372

© Dominkovits Péter: 54y nemzetek lévén..”
A Nyugat-Dunéntil Bocskai Istvan 1605.

bathelyi Szent Marton-templom a do-
monkosok idején, 1638-1950. Szombat-
hely, 2012. 4-9. p.

évi hadjérata idején. Budapest, 2006. 74. p. -
" Kiss Gabor — ZsAmeéky Monika: A szom- i

A The northern and the southern walls of the shrine

A Reconstruction of the 16" century shrine
(research sketch by Deroik Ferenc, 1993)

(drawing by Foki &va, 1993)

A layout of the medieval church with the construction periods indicated

(drawing by Deroik Ferenc, 1998)
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ears after the Dominicans
ettled down in Szombathely,
in 1668 BatmvAny Srzsébet, the

widow of Erodov Gydrdy, committed to
build a new church. Led by the Italian
master builder, Carlo della Torre?, the
construction works were completed
in 1672, but the interior cant have
been complete at the time. Built with a
single nave and one transept and a row
of chapels, the &arly Baroque building
had altodether ten altars. The church
and the monastery, lying to the south
of the church and already completed by
the time, could not be joined since the
cemetery, which belonded to the town's
parish that had moved to the Virdin Mary
Church in the castle in 1638, was lying in
between. North of the cemetery, BAtmvany
&rzsébet built a hospital on a plot of land
owned by the Dominicans. Meeting her
request in her last will, as the founder of
the hospital and of the church she was
buried in the crypt of the churdh, built
for her under the Rosary Altar.

The altars and the pews you can see
today were made between 1730 and 1750
- after arypts had been built under the
transept, the nave and the chapels. At

18 Remembering St Martin )
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The Barodue

- StMartinChurch

the time the church was re-dedicated
to the Holy Trinity and St Martin's
veneration was reledated to a chapel.

It wasn't until the 20™ century that
major changes took place. A new oratory
was in 1924 and, designed by WaLoer
Guula and required by the foundation of
the new parish, a second transept was
built in 19380. To enhance the seating
capacity of the church, its interiors
were converted into a three-nave space,
which had room enough cight altars
only. These construction works allowed
the two wingds of the monastery to be
connected with the church itself. This is
how today's building finally took shape,
although back then there was a high
wall separating the sedusion of the
monastery from the parish building,

Merely two decades later, when
the religious orders were dissolved in
Hungary in 1950, the Dominicans had to
leave the place. It has been the Diocese
of Szombathely that has been taking
care of the church ever since. Visitors
can admire the medieval walls of the
shrine since 1992, The full external
renovation and the reconstruction of
the interiors, induding the restoration
of the original state of the altars, had
been completed by the Commemorative
St Martin Year in 2016°

Literature and notes

"About todays Baroque Church: Kiss
Gabor ~ Tom Sndre: A szombathelyi Szent
Marton templom torténete. = Lapok
Szombathely tdrténetébdl (hereinafter:
L.SZt), 1992. 13, sz. 1-6. p. (Panniculus Ser.
C; 13), Zsamegky Monika: A szombathelyi
Szent Marton-templom 17. szézadi
épitéstorténete  és  berendezései. =
Miivészettorténeti  Srtesitd  (hereinaf-
ter: ME), 2001, 3-4. sz. 232-236. p. Kiss
Gabor - Tom Ondre: Szombathely-
Szent Marton-templom. In: Lapidarium
Hungaricum. Magyarorszag épitészeti
toredékeinek  dytjteménye. S. Vas
megye. 2. Szerk. Léver PAl. Budapest,
2002. 349-350. p.; Kiss Gabor — ZsAmeéky
Monika: A szombathelyi Szent Marton-
templom a domonkosok idején, 1638-
1950. Szombathely, 2012. (hereinafter: Kiss
- Zshmegky, 2012) 6-9, 22-25. p.

2 Koeeany  Tibor: Carlo della Torre, a
Batthydnyak 17. szdzadi épitésze. MU-
vészettorténet — Mulemlékvédelem 4.
HorLer MiklSs sziiletésnapjara. Budapest,
1993. 347-348.; ZsAmeéky Monika: Carlo
della Torre szerz8dése a szombathelyi
Szent Marton templom épitésére. =
L.SZt, 1997. 57, sz. 1-2. p. (Panniculus Ser.
C; 75); US: Carlo della Torre szerzdése a
szombathelyi *Szent Mérton femplom
épitésére. = M, 1997, 1-2, sz. 83-86. p.

Janos. Szombathely, 2016. S4-71. p.

A szombathelyi Szent Marton Plébania ~
évkdnyve, 2016. Felelds Riad. SciAuskmann
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A St Martin with the monastery
(etching by Johann Christoph Winkler, 18" century)

A South-east view of the monasterg
(photo by Knesst. Jend, 1920s, private collection)

A The sc[uam in front of the church between 1930 and 1935
(St Martin Parish)

A Church interior after 1930
(St Martin Parish

A Portrait of the founder, widow Batmvany &rzsébet (Formerly on display in the mansion of
Vép, today held in an unknown place by the &rodoy family, the photo of the portrait is on

display in a tableau in the corridor of the St Martin Visitors' Centre)

O T
.I'-FI l'vgrpgﬁﬂ 5‘5"5? a5
l_
Vg,nf’g SIMA-DMA DA CO
tA FLISBETHADE BO’*TIA N1

f—ﬁ 5?‘3

1-T

A BatHvAnY Srzsébet's bulldmg inscription above the entrance of the church, 1670
(photo by Kiss Gabor, 2012)

A layout of the modern chur
(survey and drawing by lsan Gyula, 2012)
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ith the Dominicans settling
Wdoxvn in the village of

Szentmarton in 1638, the
practice of St Martin's veneration
chanded fundamentally. Deprived
of its rank as a parish church, the
church and the villade lost a Rey
link to Szombathely. Also, the new
paraliturgdical customs introduced
by the Dominicans such as the
rosary, as well as the strengthened
cult of other saints—St Dominic,
the Virdin Mary- chanded local
Martin traditions. This is clearly
shown by the fact that the church
was re-dedicated from the ancient
St Martin to Holy Trinity, rather
popular in 18" century!

The monks, however, tried to
maintain and further develop
also the old traditions. Soon after
settling down here, they asked the
master of the order for permission
in 1608, to allow them to celebrate
the Holy Mass and say their prayers
on Wednesdays to the honour of St

Martin, just like they do so to the
- honour of $t Dominic on Tuesdays.”

Remembering St Martin )
20 in his birth place

They celebrated St Martin's
Day with particular festivity. They
would have two sermons, one in
Hundarian and another one in
German; the festive mass and the
vespers the day before were held
with music’® This was the only
day when the Martin relic, held
in the church and as attested by
the Dominican’s archives received
from Ring Matthias's treasury,
was put on display.

After 1635 Szombathely joined
the St Martin celebrations. King
Ferdinand Il dranted the town
exemption from royal taxes in a
royal charter, provided the town
paid S forints to the poor, 5 forints
to the priest celebrating the daily
mass on St Martin's Day and
30 forints for the church’'s needs
on this day.*

Pope Pius VI dranted full
pildrimade rights to the church
in 1779, promising absolution of
all their sins to those who visited
the church, were to a confession,
received Holy Communion, and
pragyed for the elimination of
heresy and for the glory of the
Church’ between the afternoon of

the day before St Martin’s Day and
the evening of the festival.®

The Dominicans committed to
carry on the legacy of St Martin’s
care services when, encouragded
by the monastery's prior, BATTHYANY
Orzsébet founded a hospital in
Szentmarton. In 1929 the church
became a parish adain and was
actively connected to the town'’s life.
Ouring the Great Depression its first
parish priest, BAvalk Bertalan was
also appointed the chairman of the
town committee for the destitute.

Literature and notes

| Zsameéky Monika: A szombathelyi Szent
Marton-templom 7. szdzadi épités-
torténete és berendezései. = Miivészet-
torténeti Ertesits, 2001, 3-4, sz, 241 p.

% Szaiav Janos: A szombathelyi Szent Do-
monkos-rendiek lelRipasztori muaRs-
dése, 1638-1938. Szombathely, 1938,
(hereinafter: Szalav, 1938) 123. p.

® Ibid.

* Tom Ferenc: A szombathelyi varospoli-
tika és a Szent Marton-kultusz. = Vasi
Szemle, 2014. 1. sz. 10. p.

° Szalay, 1938, 124. p.

A Slias \Vldemann Portrait of Draskovits Gi org
bishop of Gudr (https://hu: \vlklpedla.org \Wiki
Draskovich_Gyorgy_(piispok)#)

aThe monasterg in the mid-18" century, part of an
etching by Johann Bernhard Hermann
(Library of the Diocese of Szombathely)

A Barmvany Srzsébet, the founder of the St Martin
(Bishop's Palace, Szombathely)

A St Martin rellc[uarg

A The Rosary Society's procession banner
(St Martin Parish)

with St Martin, 1871
(St Martin Parish)

Remembering St Martin

A Bavauk Bertalan, the Sirst parish priest of the
modern-day St Martin Parish (A Collection of
the History of the Dominican Order, Vasvér)
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Oating back to the Middle Ades,

the tower in the city's market
place was probably built in
roughly the period as the city walls
were built in the 15" century? It
was first mentioned in 1585 in a
description by Carolus Clusius
(Charles de '6cluse). physician and
botanist from the Netherlands
when the tower already had a
cock.? Originally, it was probably
topped by a pyramid roof, covered
by shingles, its top floor probably
had an external wooden corridor
with wooden rails so that guards
could walk around the tower to
have a gdood look around. There
was probably a flight of wooden
stairs leading up to this floor. The
door to the tower was located
on the west side where the daily
markets were held. The firefighting
equipment was held on the ground
floor from where you could access
the dungeons in the tower’s cellars.
The tower probably had the
copper Baroque roof in the late 17™

- century, the floor of which served

as a lookout floor for the guards,

29 Remembering St Martin
in his birth place
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rendering the former wooden
corridor unnecessary. Cut from
a copper plate, St Martin's dold-
plated imagde was attached as a
weathercock to the copper sphere
at the pinnacle of the roof. The
tower had two bells, a smaller and
a larder one. When the tower of
the St Martin church underwent
renovation works, they used to toll
the bells of this tower.

In the course of the centuries
the tower was damagded a number
of times. Ilts fate was sealed in
the fire of 1817 it fell victim to. The
tower was so badly damaged that
the council wanted to demolish it,
trigdering such resistance from
locals that in the end the council
decided to rebuild the tower instead.
They adreed on the condition that
a tower similar to the old one
would be built. For the time being,
the old tower was covered with
a temporary plank roof. The new
tower was designed by Frantz
Stampf, who added yet another
floor to the walls. To replace the
Baroque roof, the design had a
flat pyramid roof and a Classicist
building all around the dround
floor area. Due to a lack of funds,
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tower

however, the plan was shelved
and the building was eventually
demolished in 1837.*

The altar of the market's chapel,
next to the tower also featured St
Martin's statue.®

Literature and notes

"Magdyar Nemzeti Levéltar Vas Medyei
Levéltara Szombathely varos tandcsdnak
iratai. Peres iratok. Poldari tdrvényes
perek Fasc. PP. Nr. 754.

% Kiss Gabor — Tom &ndre — ZAGORHID! CZIGANY
Balézs: Savaria-Szombathely térténete.
A véros alapitdsatol 1526-ig. Szerk.
&nasl Pal. Szombathely, 1998. (hereinafter: - Y
Riss — Tom — ZAcoruiol CzigAny, 1988) 198. p.

(Szombathely torténete; 1)

S Carolus Clusius lefrdsa Szombathely
varosardl 1585-ben. Kozli Tom Sndre,
ZAGoruiol CzigANY Balézs. = Lapok Szom-
bathely torténetébdl (hereinafter: LSZt),
1999 72. s7. 1-3. p. (Panniculus Ser. C; 117)

*Benczik Guula: A szombathelyi varos-
torony. = LSZt, 1996. 42. sz. I-4. p. (Panni-
culus Ser. C; 55)

° B, Dorner Maria: Adatok a szombathelyi
piaci Rapolna tdrténetéhez. = Savaria.

A Vas megdyei muzeumok értesitdje, -
1977-1978, 329-362. p.

A Szombathely's medieval seal
(photo by Rosta Jézsef, 1998)

A A reconstruction drawing of the
medieval city tower (Kiss Gabor Szombathely in 1762 (Savaria

Osztély (hereinafter: SM T60))

A Reconstruction design of the city tower,
eventually not implemented after 1817
(MNL ValiL Szvt. ir. Ptp. Fasc. PP. No. 754)

A Image of the city tower in the map sketch of

A Design of the Baroque tower roof
(MNL VaML Szvt. ir. Tan4csiilési iratok
Fasc. 135. No. 52)

Mazeum Torténeti

A The tower, covered with planks of wood, in the master’s certificate
of a Szombathely guild, ca. 1820 (SM T30 Ltsz. HI. 6840.)

A Locahon of thb tower in the decorative tiles of todag s maln Square
(photo by Maver LaszIé, 2016)

Remembering St Martin 23

in his birth place



feen Ul Forld

LA AN r';-‘r -iLi i:'l.ﬂ'.a.]

alrasa v,
F-f.’:.'\ ‘ ,". re rt'-l.h ’lj I Fowar, & ¢ friseg H..t.;{;.'.‘m,“
=ir" g iﬁ‘ Fiircda, . hy ;r:'.w.. A T A e s
theatleonir . Asends ~ T I:’{{’-"L!p :'::uu id e L"’l—“.Vl‘.i:Hf,-{_'mi:t;
1’@’--“'-. 4 -_.!":r«,pu T o ” foiy ; iy . 'G,a o ,,‘
iu { Yfl" e 4.:}“_,;} o t.--q'_ oy q_qj-,_,,:ﬁ' L }( f:r‘.'r :
f'M-».d "‘F (.__1 3 j’r’ WF LA -;‘ eminicans ofienicd | Wikesg

i wf L;f'f}:r
"{n A .Fl'l.L}ﬁIHcJ

I ug '\AU"\C BT |_.; i

e 1{’m’ i

oy .1-; fl_un_fi. Lhaddr . ::;rff f= s h.yf-uf “;-rsr Ly ;k_:_
gl i X s : o
-ap hged ter b Thea '.rf.'u fic Yiaq _-'.'c.{t"l-.-/:-:']. _Jr'yc

‘f'rd*l f".".'r-[L = e .

A Part of Milles’s travel diary
(Milles. BMM 24. fol)

A Part i the. ictind the dreat fim of Szombathely in 1749 (Franciscan Parish of Szombathell ) =

Reports by foreign travellers
from the 16™—19" centuries

A Portrait of Richard Pococke
(painted by Jean-&tiénne Liotard, 1740)
https//enwikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Pococke#

A Szombathely's description in Pococke’s book

A Portrait of Jeremiah Milles
(Pococke, 1745, 244 p.

(painted by Nathaniel Dance-
Holland, ca. [765-1780)

A
i

hysicist and botanist Carolus
Clusius (1525-1609) from the

Netherlands described his wvisit
to Szombathely on 3 April 1585 as
follows. There is a well a bit further
away, it is said to be the well in whose
water St Martin was immersed
when he was christened. Next to the
well there is a little church which is
said to have been built at the place
where Martin's parents once lived
and where he was born. &ntering the
church, you'l find a nearly regular
stone square on the wall on the left
hand side. On the left side of the shrine
there is a little chapel with St Martin's
seated stone statue on its altar,
rather small, but with a relatively
larde head compared with other the
rest, boasting a trimmed beard and
wearing a priest’s or a doctor’s hat."

Ouring his journey in 1669 and
1670, induding a visit to the town of
Szombathely located where the brook
Perint joins the brook Guongdyds, the
&nglish physician, Gduard Brown (642~
1708) found the facts that Ovid died in
- Sabaria and that the inscription on the
tombstone written by the poet of the

24
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Roman dolden age himself remarkable
enough to mention them in his diary.
(The author has his doubts here since
the story starts with the words Many
say and believe that..l and he recorded
the tombstone poem on the basis of
hearsay only as they say here...}

The fine details and the precision
of the descriptions make the reports
by the Anglican vicar Richard Pococke
(704~1765) and his nephew, Jeremiah
Milles  (714-1784) stand out from
among other descriptions from the
same period. Following the traditions
of the Grand Tour, the two &nglish
dentlemen made a detour from
Vienna to visit Szombathely in April
1737, Pococke's brief description of
the town was published as early as
in 17457 In his diary Milles identified
Szombathely with the ancient Sabaria
and described its carved stone relics
and ones with inscriptions. When
writing about the history o the town,
he also mentioned Ovid's tradition and
Quirine's death. He mentioned one of
the chapels of the Dominicans’ church
as St Martin’s birth place and quoted
the chapel’s inscription: Hic Natus est
Sanctus Martinus’. Putting the Saint’s
birth to 335, he also pointed out
major landmarks of his life such as

the fact that his father was a tribune
in Constantine the Great's army, that
he was christened at the well in front
of the church and his meeting with a
nearly naked beddar.*

When staying in Szombathely
about 100 years later Marshall Mar-
mont (774-1852), Duke of Ragusa
mentioned the antique findings and
the wonderful cathedral only, but he
found it important to point out that
By the way, the town is the home
town of St Martin, bishop of Tours.®

Literature and notes

"Carolus Clusius lefrdsa Szombathely
Varosardl 1585-ben. Kozli Tom Sndre,
ZAGordior CziGANY Baldzs. = Lapok Szom-
bathely torténetébdl, 1999, 72. sz. 2. p.
(Panniculus Ser. C; 117) ~

% Szamota Istvan: Rédi utazasok Magdyar-
orszadon ¢és a Balkan félszigeten, 1504~
1717. Budapest, 1891. 311. p. (Olcsé Konyvtar:
290)

9 Richard Pococke: A description of the East,
and some other countries. Vol. 2. London,
1745. (hereinafter: Pococke, 1745) 244 p.

* Milles's travels. Original manuscript.
British Museum. Manuscripts Add. 15771, -
Vol. 8. (hereinafter: Milles. BMM) (7-26. fol.

° Tom Ferenc A raduzai herced Szombat-
helyen. = Vasi Szemle, 1999, 5. sz. 6ll. p.

A Birds’ eye view of Szombathely (etching by Tisciier Antal, 1791)

A Szombathely in the map of the Diocese by Kenevics Jdzsef published in
(Stephanus Scronvisner: Antiquitatum et historiae Sabariensis ab origine

.sgmaggar Nemzeti Levéltar Vas Megyei Levéltara Térkepgytjtemény

A Part of the banner of the Taylors’ Guild of Szombathely featuring the city, ca. 1820
(St Martin Parish)
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the Diocese of Szombathely, was

appointed in 1912, The bishop was
trying to make sure that St Martin,
the patron saint of the Diocese is
present in the Cathedral not only
in his spirits but also physically-in
the form of a relic. The Saint's minor
relics were held in the Dominican
church only and in the chapels of the
Bishop's Palace and the seminary!

At the bishop’s reduest the arch-
bishop of Tours difted a fragment of
the Saint’s skull to the Diocese. Sent
to receive the relic, the deledation
returned to Szombathely from France
on 13 June 1913, To give St Martin
coming home to his birth place a
worthy welcome, grand celebrations
of unseen scale were ordanised in
Szombathely in concerted efforts by
church and secular authorities alike.
Worthy of a triumph procession, the
relicwas carried all over the streets of
the inner city on 15" June, Sunday as
part of a drand procession, starting
from the church of the Szentmaérton
- parts of the cty to the Cathedral
where it was meant to be kept.”

Remembering St Martin )
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Count Mikss Janos, the Bishop of

S TheStMartin celebrations

in 1913

In line with ancient church tra-
ditions, the streets and squares the
procession passed through were
decorated with darlands made of
dreen twigs and flowers. The houses
were adorned with flads, decorative
carpets were hung from windows
and the main entrance of the
Cathedral was adorned with drapes.
The procession was led by military
guards of honour, followed by school
children and a group 100 little dirls,
dressed in white, scatteringd rose
petals in front of the horse-drawn
coach carrying the relic. Amidst the
tolling of bells they were followed
by priests, bishops, and monks; the
leaders and high-rank officials of the
city and the county; as well as the
members of countless sodieties; and
finally by pilgrims from parishes in
rural areas, singing church songds. To
round off the celebrations a festive
open air mass was held at the Main
Square, bursting at the seams with
people. The relic was placed on the
Cathedral's altar in an ornamental
herma made for the occasion, thus
creating another major centre in town,
dedicated to the Saint’s veneration.’

Some  30,000-40,000 people
participated in the event, which is

an unprecedented fidure in the town
of ca. 30000 inhabitants at the time.
Snjoying rapt attention, the event was
documented by countless photos and
several articles were published to report
about it in the press both locally and
nationwide. Later a book was published
to preserve the event for posterity.*

The success and the significance of
the celebrations lied in the fact that by
addressing the people of the Diocese the
event was no longder an internal affair of
the Church but it became a celebration
involving all layers of sodiety.

Literature and notes

LA szent ereklye medszerzése. = Szombat-
helyi Ujsag (hereinafter: SZU) 15" June
1913, 9. p; Zsameéky Monika: Szent Marton
elfeledett és megkertilt ereklyéje-Szombat-
helyen. = Vasi Szemle, 2016, 5. sz. 131-138. p.

% A mai nagy iinnep. = Vasmegdyei Naplé, 17
June 1913, I p.; Szent Marton — szlil&fdldjén.
= 520, 17 June 1913, 8. p.

° Mereaa Miklés: Az 1913, évi szombathely
Szent Marton-tinnep. In: &ldadasok Vas
megye torténetérdl. 6. Szerk. Maver Laszlo,
Tucsik Guordy. Szombathely, 2015, 149-
176.p. Archivum Comitatus Castriferrei; 7)

* Cssmpesz Janos: Szent Mérton ereklysinek

hazahozatala. 1913, [Reprint edition, 2013
44 p.

A The military guards of honour leading the

rocession, followed by count &rodoy Péter
&ntoine Selosse’s collection, photo by Knesel. Jend)

AR Jozsef's collection, photo by Sziaro Tédor)

A Bishop Mikes Janos arrives at the Cathedral, together with the

Archabbot of Pannonhalma and the Bishop of Guér (Photograph
Collection of the Archives of the Diocese of Szombathely)

A The group of 100 dirls scattering flower petals, walking ahead of the coach carrying the relic
ntoine Selosse’s collection, photo by Knesst. Jend)

A'l(r}ﬁe festive coach carrying the relic passing through the main square
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A The adorned main entrance and hallway
of the Cathedral on the festive day
(Antoine Selosse’s collection, photo by Knesst. Jend)

iew of the main square in its festive best on a picture postcard of the time

(Mowdr Jézsef's collection, photo by Sziiro Tédor)

Remembering St Martin
in his birth place 27



-

T T N eelate . e T EEe 5 ST
A The St Martin church and the statue today (photo by Marer Lasz18, 2016)

e events that made a dreat

I difference to create this work of
art commemoratind St Martin

are, among others, as follows: The
rather bad state of repair of the well
in front of the Dominican church,
eminent anniversaries and events in
1938 such as the 900™ anniversary of
Ring St Stephen’s death, the Sucharistic
World Congress in Budapest and the
300" anniversary of the Dominicans
settling down in Szombathely. Set up
in 1937, the statue committee invited
design proposals from across the
country. Those putting in a proposal
had to meet an ll-point set of criteria,
which specified, in addition to the way
of the implementation, ‘that: 1/The
subject of the statue: Bishop St Martin
christens his mother. The figures of
the statue must be at least life size, the
statue must be made of bronze and the
well must be made of quality stones.
The construction costs of the well
statue may not exceed 10000 pengdds.”
Prompted by the announcement in
local and national papers more than
- 20 saulptors and architects requested
the application packade. After heated
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The St Martin statue
at the well

discussions the jury evaluating the
applications submitted invited the
three most successful applicants for
another round. From the second round
the duo of the sculptor Rumi Raki
Istvan® and the architect PAzmanoy
Istvan, overcoming Kawotal Krelpsl
Ottd and Fide Slemér from Felsdedr,
was dedlared winners. The two-figure
bronze well statue by Radki Istvan,
preserving the local tradition of St
Martin christening his mother here,
a tradition linked to both the town
and the county in so many ways, also
regarded as a pinnacle of his career,
was officially unveiled on 2™ October
1938 amidst festive celebrations.’®

In 1996 the Rumi Rajki Circle
of Friends of Arts had the statue
restored. Its immediate vicinity
underwent major reconstructions in
2008 and 2009. As the first phase of
the constructions a commemorative
stone, protruding from the dround,
indicating the place of the original
well and the ornamental night lights
were built. In the second phase the
pedestrians’ pavement across the
square was widened and carved stone
banks were placed where the pilgrims
of the Via Sancti Martini can read the
following sentence in six langduades:

Born in Savaria, St Martin, who shared
his doak with a beddar, christened his
mother upon returning home.*
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" Magyar Nemzeti Levéltar Vas Medyei Le-
véltara (hereinafter: MNL Vaml) Szom-
bathely véros polgdrmesterének iratai.
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Kozig, ir) 7609/1937.

For his life and works see MNL Vallll,
A Rumi) Ragi csaldd iratai (hereinafter:
Rajki ir), Rumi Rasi lstvan. Osszeall.
Nagwaraol Néra. Szombathely, 2004, 80 p.
(Vasi életrajzi bibliografidk; 39) Sa.amon
Nandor: Rumi Ragki Istvan szobraszmtivész
élete és alkotésai. Vasszilvagy, 2009.
(hereinafter: SaLamon, 2009) 205 p.

% For a summary on the well statue see
Saamon Nandor: A szombathelyi Szent
Marton-szobor térténete. 1-2. rész. = Vasi
Honismereti és Helytorténeti Kozlemények,
2008. 4. sz. 18-41. p., 2009, 1. sz. 68-84%. p.;
Satamon, 2009. 142-163. p; &dy remekmd
szliletése. A szombathelyi Szent Marton-
Rut szoborkompozicié keletkezéstdrténete.
Id8szaki Riallitas 2016. oktdber 4. — 2017.
mércius 3l. Kidllitdsvezets. irta, szerk.
Tom Csaba. Szombathely, 2016. 52 p.
(A Szombathelyi &gyhazmedye Kincsei)
ManGuAR LaszlS: Megdszépiilt a szobor
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kornyéke. A Szent Marton-szobor Ror- -

nyezetének rendezése. = Vasi Epitész és
Mérndk, 2009. 2. sz. 10-12. p.

A The St Martin well
(photo by Kness. Jend. ca. 1910, private collection)

A Tirst application design A Application design
by Isték Janos, 1937
(MNL ValmL S2V Pg. Rézig. ir. 3407/1938)

by Rumi Ragki [stvéan, 1937
(MNL VaMmL S2V Pg. Kézig. ir. 3407/1938)
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A Srecting the bronze statue, 28 September 1938
(St Martin Parish)

A Photo of Rumi Ragki Istvan, 1922.
(MNL VamL Rajki ir. Fényképek)

A Second application design by Rumi Raki Istvan, 1937
(MNL VamL Rajki ir. Szent Marton-szobor fényképei)

A Festive unveiling of the St Martin statue.

On the pulpit: mayor dr. Uavary &de, 2 October 1938
(photo by Hassr Henrik. St Martin Parish)
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e Churdhes dedicated to St Martin
within the historic Vas county
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nstituting a single administrati-

ve unit ever since the foundation

of the Hungarian state, the historic

Vas county induded larde areas in

Slovenia and in Burdenland, outside

today's state borders. When locating

the churches dedicated to St Martin, we

have found a rather even distribution
across the region.

In deeds dated before the Battle of
Mohécs (1526) nine villades and towns
with a church dedicated to St Martin
are mentioned: 1102 - Szombathely; 1238
— Zsédeny; 1288 - Tilaj-Nagytilaj; 1337 —
Varsany-Janoshaza; 1342 — Kolta-Nemes-
Rolta; 1876 — Nadasd; 1400 ~ Pése-Gydn-
dudsfalu; 1429 - Kdrmend: 1461 - Sarvar!

In addition to those above, another five
villades have St Martin in their names as
their patron saint: 1213 - Rabaszentmarton,
Sankt Martin an der Raab, Austria; 1325 ~
Kemenesszentmarton; 1365 - Martjanci
also called Szentméarton before the battle
of Moh4cs, then Martyane @ shortened
form of the Slavic name?, Mértonhely from
1907 on, Martjandi after the Treaty of Trianon,
Slovenia? 1410 - Hedyh4tszentmérton;
1496 - Oriszentmérton, Sankt Martin
in der Wart, Austria’® We also have

villades (0) whose churches are believed
to be of medieval oridin, based on their
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architectural styles, or had a parish
church which was destroyed long ado
and found only by archaeolodists, though
not mentioned in the deeds in connection
with or relating to St Martin before the
Battle of Moh4cs: 1627 — Csdpinc-Kerkafé-
Cepindi, Slovenia;* 1633 - Vdmoscsalad?
1672 — Csajta-Schachendorf, Austria® 1672
- Németldvé-Deutsch Schiitzen, Austria;
1697 - Doroszld-Készeddoroszld; 1697 —
Girolt-Németszentgrét-Gerersdorf-Sulz,
Austria; 1697 - Nagyfalva-Modersdorf,
Austria; 1697 - Sopte; 1697 — Szoldrd-Uj-
Rortvélyes-Zahling, Austria; 1698 - Vasvar®

In the historic Vas county altogether
24 medieval St Martin churches could
be located, nine of whose dedication
has chanded by now-the churches
of Janoshdza, Koérmend, Nadasd,
Sarvér, Szombathely, Vasvar, Cepindi,
Modersdorf and Zahling.

In 2005 the Council of &Surope
declared the Via Sancti Martini, the
Suropean St Martin Cultural Route,
dranting it the same status as other
cultural routes dedicated to renowned
persons who contributed to shaping
Surope. The Hungarian section of
the nearly 2500 km long route from
Szombathely, Hundary to Tours, France
you can cover on foot includes five
villages and towns within the Diocese
of Szombathely - Guongdydsfalu,
Kérmend, Készeddoroszld, Nadasd,
Szombathely ~ that are proud to have
a church dedicated to St Martin.’
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°Hiz Jend: Die Rkanonische Visitation
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stadt, 1961. (hereinafter: Hazi, 1961) 61. p.

_ (Burdenlandischen Forschunden; 46)

' Hazi, 1961, 37. p.

® Szombathelyi  &dyhdzmegdyei  Levéltar
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tatio. Kazo Istvan vasvéri prépost edy-
hézlatodatasi - jedyzékdnyve, 1697-1698.
10-11, 149, 157, 74, 333, 674. p.

® Via Sancti Martini. Szent Marton Gualo-
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fa-Szombathely-Rajka Rozti szakasza.
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A Painted by Johann Rath, Austria, in 1857, the main altar painting of th

A

1
A

i |

e church in

Készeddoroszld features the dlorified bishop St Martin, accompanied by andels

(photo by Feiszr Gydrdy, 2016)

Barodue altarpiece featuring the Amiens scene
in the church of Rdbaszentmarton (Sankt Martin an
der Raab, Austria) (photo by Ssmsi Ferenc, 2016)

St pinc (Cepin
foundations from the 13" century
(photo by OrsAn Robert, 2016)

A Wax seal of the Parish of
Rébaszentmarton with St
Martin and the beddar

A The stained dlass in the church of Gydngydsfalu was
donated by Szluha Dénes from Verbd, with family
oridins in Nadycsdmate (photo by Feiszr Gusrdy, 2016)

-
A Bishop St Martin's death in the 14" century fresco

of the church in Martonhely (Martjanci, Slovenia)
(photo by OrsAn Rébert, 2016)

b AL A e r k
A The footprint designed by the French sculptor Michel Audiard,
which takes pildrims all the way along the St Martin Route

(photo by Feiszr Gydray, 2016)
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¢ owe the revival of St
Martin's cult to PapAnv
Biré Marton, the Bishop

of Veszprém (I745-1762), who
dedicated several churches to
his patron saint in the era of the
Catholic renewal. PaoAnv probably
contributed to the fact that
Szombathely's first secondary
grammar school, founded by Zicxy
Ferenc, the Bishop of Gudr, was
named after the city's renowned
native, St Martin.

The foundations of St Martin's
cult in the Diocese of Szombathely
were laid by the first bishop of
the Diocese, Sziy Janos when
he offered the Diocese, founded
in 1777, to the Saint's patronade,
and also when he worked hard to
spread the Saint’s veneration. In
addition to the Diocese, he offered
the seminary founded in 1781 to the
Saint’s patronade, and made sure
that as many and as renowned
as possible scientists and artists
look into or work with the life of
- the Saint. This is how St Martin
inspired Stephan  Dorfmaister,
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Anton Maulbertsch, or Josef
Winterhalder. Commissioned
by Bishop Schonvisner Istvan -
the eminent' Jesuit historian-
published a book about Szombat-
hely in 1791, paying dreat attention
to the bishop of Tours!

Using the bell of the previously
demolished Virdin Mary parish
church, the bishop had a new bell
weighing 1077 kg made in 1795,
with the inscription: ‘Divo Martino
Spiscopo Sabariae nato Sacrum.
Also in 1795 he established a
foundation to fund payers in the
Cathedral on the fifth day of ‘St
Martin’s eight” and on St John of
Nepomuk's Day.?

After Sziv's death St Martin’s
cult diminished, although Bishop
Hivasy Rornél had Stornd Ferenc
paint his fidure in the new chapel
of the Seminary in 1884. His
veneration was picked up adain
during the term of Bishop Mikes
Janos, who published abook about
St Martin in addition to ordanising
the reception celebrations of the
relic in 1913.° The publishing house
of the Diocese was also named
after the Saint and at the Bishop's
request the monarch donated

ornamental canon’s crosses to the
members of the chapter, depicting
St Martin* His successor, Grdsz
Jozsef, had St Martin painted in
the centre of the new, third chapel
of the Seminary by Kontuy Béla.
In the Communist &ra the Saint’s
cult nearly vanished, and could be
reRindled in his native town only
after the changding of the political
system.
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"Gérn Gyula: A szombathelyi edyhazme-
dye torténete. 1. ROt Sziy Janos, Herzan
Ferenc gréf biboros, Somoay Lipdt, és Bdis
Andrds puspokRak (élete és mukddése.
Szombathely, 1929. (hereinafter: Gérn,
1929) 13k p.

% Génn, 1929, 58. p.

SFor further information see msLseA
Miklds: Az 1913, évi Szent MArton-tinnep.
In: &léadasoR Vas megdye torténetérdl.
6. Szerk. Maver Laszld, Ticsik Gyordy.
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* Bako Baldzs: Non confundar” — Nem szé-
duentilok megd”. Medemlékezés gréf Mikes
Janos plispdkrdl. = Vasi Szemle, 2005. 6. sz.
T47.p.

A Sz1y Janos, first Bishop of Szombathely (1777-1799),
founder of St Martin’s veneration in the Diocese
(Bishop's Palace of Szombathely)

A Franz Anton Maulbertsch:
The miraculous St Martin, 1791
(Cathedral of Szombathely)

A Stephan Dorrmaister: St Martin in shining glory, 1791
(the painting was held on the altar of the Seminary between 1791 and 1884,
and today it is on display in the Bishop's Palace)

A Canon’s cross of the
Vasvar-Szombathely
Chapter, 1913

A Part of the bronze date
of the Cathedral of
Szombathely, 2016

A Bishop of Szombathely Mikss Janos (1912-1935)
(Bishop's Palace of Szombathely)
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